354                      THE RITUAL OF ATTIS           CHAP, xxxv
Sacred boughs were drawn over the pudenda, parts of which
were cut off and secretly buried in the farm or under the
marriage bed, that so new life might be won, like Isis from
the body of the slaughtered Osiris." 1
Among the Mossi, a tribe of the Western Sudan, we hear
of a eunuch priest who, before the French occupation, had
charge of a tomb of a dead king, and used to sacrifice an ass
to him every year in the dry season. The priest took the name
of the dead king, and was his living representative. He
enjoyed special privileges. Escaped slaves and persons con-
demned to death who succeeded in reaching the tomb found
sanctuary there, and became the property of the priest.2
1 P.  A.  Talbot,   The  Peoples  of        a L. Tauxier, Le Noir du Soudan,
Southern Nigeria, iii. 517.                      p. 596.